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July 12, 2006 



U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



Sir: 



Further to the Information Disclosure Statement (IDS) filed May 8, 2006, attached 



is Form PTO-1449 listing the enclosed International Preliminary Report on Patentability 
(IPRP) for the parent Appln. No. PCT/GB2004/004683. The documents cited in the 
IPRP were submitted on May 8, 2006. 

This IDS is intended to be in full compliance with the rules, but should the 
Examiner find any part of its required content to have been omitted, prompt notice to 
that effect is earnestly solicited, along with additional time under 37 CFR § 1 .97(f), to 
enable Applicants to comply fully. In particular, if any of the listed documents are 
missing or incomplete, please contact the undersigned who will provide another copy. 

As provided by 37 CFR §§ 1 .97(g) and (h), no inference should be made that this 
information and the listed references are prior art merely because they have been 
submitted for consideration. Furthermore, no representation is being made that a search 



1 093972 



MICHAEL et al. - Appln. No. 10/578,559 

has been conducted or that this statement encompasses all possible material 
information. 

Consideration of the foregoing and enclosure, as well as the return of a copy of 
the Form PTO-1449 with the Examiner's initials per M.P.E.P. § 609, are earnestly i\ 
solicited. The Examiner is invited to contact the undersigned if any further information is 
needed. 

Respectfully submitted, 
NIXON & VANDERHYE P.C. 

By: 

901 North Glebe Road, 1 1th Floor 
Arlington, VA 22203-1 808 
Telephone: (703) 816-4000 
Facsimile: (703) 816-4100 
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(Use several sheets if necessary) 



ATTY. DOCKET NO. 

1 1 7-589 



APPLICANT 

MICHAEL et al. 




PTO/SB/08a 



SERIAL NO. 



10/578,559 



FILING DATE 



May 8, 2006 



TC/A.U. 



Not Known 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 



EXAMINER 
INITIAL 



DOCUMENT NUMBER 



DATE 



NAME 



FILING DATE 
CLASS SUBCLASS IF APPROPRIATE 



FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 



DOCUMENT 



DATE 



COUNTRY 



TRANSLATION 
CLASS SUBCLASS YES NO 



OTHER DOCUMENTS (including Author, Title, Date, Pertinent pages, etc.) 







International Preliminary Report on Patentability for PCT/GB2004/004683 dated 8 May 2006. 




























































































*Examiner 


Date Considered 



Examiner: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609; Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include 
copy of this form with next communication to application. 



1 094494 



